
 

The Big Story: A Gospel Presentation

James Choung presented the "Big Story"
diagram in his book, True Story: A
Christianity Worth Believing In (IVP, 2008)
and booklet Based on a True Story (IVP,
2008).
 
Below is a friendly revision growing out of a
Fall 2008 Bible study group at
Community Mennonite Fellowship, Corning NY.
(This document is online at
www.corningmennonite.org/tools/bigstory.html .)



Introduction: the ache1

 Would you like to hear the core message of Jesus or the basic storyline
of the Bible?

 • In the upper right-hand corner draw a circle (representing the
world) and two stick figures within it, slightly apart.

 What's our world like? What do you see on the news?2

 Then we agree that the world is messed up?

 • Draw a squiggly line over the outer circle to represent a world in
damage and shock.

The world is messed up; that's obvious. But what's more interesting is
the human response: how do you feel about this kind of world?
(Answers might be "sad" or "angry" or "don't care." Listen and interact.)

No normal person thinks that suffering, violence and oppression are
good things. No one throws a party for the bloodbath in Darfur, when a
child is infected with AIDS, or when the Towers fell in New York.

So what does this suggest? Most people ache for a better world.  Our
universal ache speaks of something more. Just like hunger points to
food and thirst points to water, so our universal ache for a better world
means that such a world either once existed or will one day exist. 



Part 1: Designed for good

 • Draw a new circle in the top left corner representing the world,
but no squiggly lines. Draw people, who are not necessarily Adam
and Eve, close together to represent intimacy and community.

 In the Christian worldview3, God created a good, wonderful world. In
the beginning, everything was right with everything else. 

Us and the world. Creation (our environment) was designed to take care
of us and we were designed to take care of creation. We were made to
be interdependent. Gen 1:29-30 2:15

Us and each other. People were designed to take care of each other.
They were made to be in true community, with the freedom to love and
be loved, to serve and be served, to be themselves without shame in
front of each other. Gen 2:25

Us and God. Each person was designed to be in a relationship with the
God, one full of love and intimacy. God hung out with us, and we liked
being with him. We were meant to love and serve each other. Gen 3:8
[Though describing an event after the Fall, this contains a fascinating hint of life before
the Fall: they recognized what apparently happened regularly before]

 • Draw the inner circle to represent God's presence with us.

The world and all that's in it was designed for goo d.

 • Write the words "Designed for good" at the top.

But what happened to this good world? How did we get to where we are
today? 



Part 2: Damaged by evil

When God was in charge, we had a wonderful world. But we wanted to
be in charge so that all of it -- creation and everyone in it -- could be
used for our own benefit instead of its intended design. It became all
about us. 

• Draw arrows that point inward to the people (represent
self-centeredness).

Us and the world. We damage creation -- drain her for her oil, and fill
the air with pollutants so we can have a comfortable lifestyle. There are
also other larger issues, such as racism, sexism, slavery, corruption,
injustice and oppression that damage the world's systems. 

Us and each other. We damage and hurt each other -- whether we
mean to or not. When we live for only ourselves, it's easy to take and
gain without regard for other people. We can give many examples from
history. 

• Draw a squiggly line right down the middle, splitting the people
from each other. 

Us and God. We damage our soul and its relationship with God. We are
afraid of God now, and in our fear, we try to ignore him and live for
ourselves. But we are only hurting ourselves, and we will never be the
kind of people that we want and dream to be. Gen 3:8-10

 • Draw an inner circle, and then a squiggly line around the inner
circle (represent shock and damage to our relationship with God).

We -- and the world -- are damaged by evil.  We're all contributing to
the mess. Rom 1:21-2:4

 • Write the words "Damaged by evil" in the top right.

Where have you seen damage in your own life or the lives around you? 



Part 3: Restored for better

 But God loves the world too much to leave it this way.
 • In the bottom right, draw the circle again with the squiggly lines
of the damaged world. Draw an arrow coming down from above
(representing God coming into the world's mess) and a cross in
the center of the circle (representing Jesus).

God came to the planet in the life of Jesus two thousand years ago. As
Jesus confronted the powers that fracture our world, they executed him
on a cross. But that cross became the turning point of history!

Us and God. In the Christian worldview, Jesus was God the Son. This
means that when Jesus died on the cross, it was God himself absorbing
the pain and violence of our evil rather than demanding retribution. Luke

23:33-34  Romans 5:6-8  Colossians 1:19-22  As we turn from our sin, it no
longer separates us from God! We can live with God in a relationship of
love and intimacy which over time transforms us from self-centered lives
to lives reflecting the image of God. 2 Cor. 3:18  5:17-21  Col 3:1-17  Eph
4:21-24

Us and each other. The cross shows us the way of suffering love -- the
way God uses to overcome evil4 in those around us. Damaged
relationships and damaged persons can be healed as we choose to
follow the leadership and example of Jesus, loving and forgiving those
who do evil. Philippians 2:3-8  Peter 2:21-23

• Draw people at the foot of the cross, receiving God's
forgiveness, learning to love like Jesus.

Us and the world. As more and more persons experience the
reconciling power of the cross, the world's systems -- corporations,
governments, etc. -- move toward God's values of love, peace and
justice5. Our world begins to be restored back to God's original
purposes. 

 • Draw an inner circle representing the Kingdom of God, where
what God wants to happen actually happens. 
• Write "Restored for better" at the top of this circle.

The good news: the revolution has begun, and we're all invited. Jesus
came to restore the world and everything in it for better.



Part 4: Sent together to heal

Jesus wants us to join this resistance movement against evil, to go out
and heal the world. 

• Draw the outer circle again, again with the squiggly lines
because the fullness of the Kingdom of God has not yet arrived.
Draw the cross in the center again. 

Us and God. As we submit to Jesus' leadership and follow him in giving
love even in situations where we might suffer, God fills us with his Holy
Spirit. We become his presence, his body, on earth. We are examples
of the good that comes when God's will is done, the vanguard of his
revolution. Gal 5:22  Matt 5:14-16

 • Draw the inner circle representing God's Kingdom and
presence.

Us and each other. We are in the world as a community of believers
demonstrating healed relationships, freed to love each other. Eph 4:32-5:2 

John 17:20-23  Acts 2:38-45  We encourage each other to live this new life.
Hebrews 10:24-25  Two by two and in teams we go out into the world,
inviting others to enter into the Kingdom of God and experience life that
is restored for better. Luke 9:1-6  Matt 28:18-20 

 • Draw four pairs of people near the inner circle.

Us and the world. We as a community, empowered by God's Spirit,
work to heal all things -- not just people but also systems and cultures,
governments and institutions. One day, when Jesus comes again, this
revolution will be fully established; justice, love and peace will reign
forever. Rom 8:19-21  1Cor 15:22-25  Eph 1:9-10  In the meantime6, we're
called to protect and heal the environment. Gen 2:15  We're called to fight
injustice and oppression. Isa 58:1-11  Luke 4:18-19 

 • Draw the arrows leading outward, which represent God’s Spirit,
and God's Kingdom expanding.

Many Christians around us have gotten stuck in the third circle, not
helping to heal the planet. But with the power of God’s Spirit and with
the community of God’s people, Jesus is asking us to be sent
together to heal the planet.

 • Write "Sent together to heal" at the top of this circle."



Response

Some of us want to jump straight from the "damaged" circle to the
"healing" circle. We like what Jesus is talking about, but we want to do it
without faith or spirituality. 

It won't work. When we try to heal the world on our own, we soon
become overwhelmed. We, as well as the world, are damaged and
need healing before we can help heal those around us. Jesus does that
the best. Further, the world has infinite needs and healing it requires
more than our own resources. The community of believers and the Holy
Spirit offer supernatural resources for fighting evil and for spreading
healing on the planet. 

• Draw 2 parallel lines that act as a barrier between the 2nd and
4th circles. Then draw 3 arrows: the 1st is blocked by the barrier;
the other 2 show a path from the 2nd to the 4th circle that is
through Jesus and the 3rd circle.

So, which one of these worlds do you relate to? In the first, everything's
fine. In the second, you're overwhelmed by the world's or personal
problems. In the third, you've made some commitment to Jesus but are
holding back. In the fourth, you're in the movement of God with his
people. Where are you?

• Message to those who choose the first circle:
"But we already said that the world needs help. What's your
role in helping to heal the world?" 

• Message to those who choose the second circle:
"Tell me about it. Jesus is offering you a way to overcome it." 

• Message to those who choose the third circle:
"That's a great start. But it's clear that Jesus is asking you for
more. What's keeping you from joining his movement to heal
the world?" 

• Message to those who choose the fourth circle:
"That's great. What you're doing is in line with the values of
the Kingdom of God. Would you like to be doing more with
od's presence and with his people?" 



Choung's follow-up:

If the person is making a decision toward Jesus, I say, "Great! Will you pray with
me?"

 "Jesus, I have been chasing my own dreams and living for myself. It's
not only hurt my own soul but others. Please forgive me. I now give you
leadership of my life, Jesus. I trust you and want to be aligned with your
purposes. Help me be an agent of healing for the world, with your people.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen."

Then I say, "Welcome to Jesus' community! You're now a part of Jesus' family.
You're forgiven, and Jesus now wants to live in you. Jesus wants you to have
the resources for this mission. Would you like to receive the Holy Spirit?" Then I
place my hands on them and pray for the Holy Spirit to show his reality and
presence in their lives. 

Afterward, I might invite them to some next steps:
• Join his mission. "What's your part? What is God asking you to do next? This
could be anything from starting to recycle to volunteering at a soup kitchen,
getting involved with the One Campaign or World Vision, giving your money
away to someone who needs it, explaining the faith to someone else. It's
ultimately a call to seek the good of someone else instead of yourself. Ask other
Christians for good advice on what to do next without burning yourself out. Then
act and seek to love people in Jesus' name."

 • Join his community. "Look for a group of believers who know you and can
support you, something like a small group at a church or a campus fellowship.
Find a church to plug into. Though faith is personal, it's never just personal."

 • Join his life. "You are now on a journey to become more like Jesus. Let him
take charge of your life. Trust him. Ask for forgiveness for the ways you have
not lived out his design. Start to understand how Jesus wants us to live. How
does he want you to act more like Him? Talk to him through prayer and get to
know him through the study of the Bible. Do what he asks you to do." 

NOTES 

1. When Choung started sharing this diagram, he started with creation, as the Bible
does. However, he found that the creation story seemed like a myth or fable to
many. Starting with people's ache for a better world builds credibility that allows us
to then go back and present a biblical worldview involving creation and the way the
world was designed.

2. Some may answer: "The world is fine" (especially rich Westerners). Respond by
asking what's on the news. Most then agree the world is in bad shape (headlines of
suffering, violence, oppression).

3. Choung often uses the phrase "in the Christian worldview" when he says something
people might not readily accept. It gives his listeners permission to disagree with the
paradigm instead of reacting personally against him.

4. Instead of meeting violence with violence, we overcome evil with good (Matt 5:38-41,
Rom 12:19-21). Retaliation and force are too weak; they only change our enemy's
external behavior. Only suffering love is strong enough to really change a person --
from the inside out. Only it can bring positive peace, not just the absence of war.

The goal is that we act out of love, caring for the other's good, rather than
focusing on our own good and what may save us suffering and pain. Sometimes it
may be for the evil-doer's good that we confront them. But often it is not --
confrontation generally hardens rather than softens the other. Often it is in our
attacker's best interest for us to "turn the other cheek" -- not in hope that they will hit
that one too (!) but in hope that they will this time choose to love. We may suffer --
Jesus did. But we also may move some enemies toward becoming friends -- Jesus
did.

5. Christians have undoubtedly done great harm throughout history, such as they did
during the Crusades and Inquisitions. But to be fair, they've also planted the seeds
that have blossomed into many wonderful social movements. Almost every
sustained, beneficial social movement has been started by Christians: public
education, orphanages, literacy, human rights, children's rights, peace movements,
women's suffrage, civil rights, the abolitionist movement, rights for the disabled --
even fair-trade coffee. Even Gandhi admits forming his theories of satyagraha, his
form of non-violent resistance against oppression, from Jesus' Sermon on the Mount.
 --from James Choung, Based on a True Story (booklet, InterVarsity Press 2008)

6. When we as believers talk about our world getting fully healed (all systems,
relationships, and individuals being made right and good), we tend to go
immediately to the Kingdom's restoration in the end of time. Choung has found that
many irreligious people view that as utopian, sterile, and boring. Or like a bad sci-fi
movie. He suggests that it is better to focus on the process of the mission, the fight
to heal the planet. Emphasize the adventure and joy of us doing something good
with our lives. "The tension between the 'now' and the 'not yet' is a compelling piece
of our gospel that carries the ring of truth."


